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Abengoa’s solar thermal plant Xina Solar 
One, awarded in the Industry Awards of 
the African Utility Week in South Africa 

 

• The 100 MW plant was recognized in the Grid-Tied Renewable Energy 
Project Award (10MW+) category. 

• It competed, in the final phase of winner election, with two photovoltaic 
plants in Uganda.  

24 de mayo de 2018 – Abengoa (MCE: ABG.B), the international company that 
applies innovative technology solutions for sustainability in the infrastructure, 
energy and water sectors, was awarded, thanks to the solar thermal plant Xina 
Solar One, in the fifth edition of the Industry Awards, which were held during the 
18th annual African Utility Week.  

Xina Solar One, which was officially inaugurated last week in an act which was 
attended by Jeff Radebe, minister of Energy in South Africa, was recognized in the 
Grid-Tied Renewable Energy Project Award (10MW+) category. Two photovoltaic 
plants in Uganda were also finalists: Access Power (EREN RE) and Toronto Solar 
Power Station (Building Energy). 

The award was presented to Javier Payán Mogollo, Chief financial officer of 
Abengoa in South Africa, a ceremony that brought together 800 of Africa’s most 
renowned power, energy and water industry professionals. 

XiNa Solar One is a 100 MW plant that uses parabolic trough technology to 
generate renewable, sustainable and dispatchable power from the sun. 
Furthermore, this power plant features a thermal energy storage system that uses 
molten salts to store the necessary energy for a further 5½ hours supply, and 
thereby assists in meeting the South African peak demand. 

XiNa Solar One is located near Pofadder, in the Northern Cape Province, and is 
bordered on the north by Kaxu Solar One, another Abengoa project. Kaxu Solar 
One was the first power plant in operation that featured parabolic trough collector 
technology in South Africa, a 100 MW output and 2½ hours of thermal molten salt 
storage.  

All three plants Abengoa constructed in South Africa are already commercially 
operational. KaXu Solar One came into commercial operation in 2015, and the 50 
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MW Khi Solar One plant, located in Upington also in Northern Cape province, 
since the beginning of 2016. The latter was the first operational solar thermal 
plant that uses the technology of tower and heliostats in South Africa and in the 
whole African continent. 
 

About African Utility Week 
 
African Utility Week is the leading conference and trade exhibition for African 
power, energy and water professionals. The event brings together over 7,000 
decision makers to source the latest solutions and meet over 300 suppliers. African 
Utility Week provides the largest gathering of energy and water professionals 
focused on all aspects of the provision of energy services to the African market. 
Thus, it offers attendees the opportunity to discuss real technical and commercial 
proposals and to simplify their purchasing process, by connecting the decision-
makers of utilities and African municipalities with technology and service providers.   
 
About Abengoa 

Abengoa (MCE: ABG/P:SM) applies innovative technology solutions for 
sustainability in the infrastructures, energy and water sectors. (www.abengoa.com) 
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And on our blog:  
http://www.theenergyofchange.com 
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